
What did Jesus 
look like?

No one knows.



Objective

• The objective of this presentation is to 
understand different historical and spiritual 
information about Jesus’ appearance on earth. 

• Throughout the presentation, there are key 
points on each slide, as well as links to articles 
that connect to the presentation.

• This information is put together to open 
conversations and discussions…a primary 
answer to the question of Jesus’ appearance is 
that we don’t know, and after discussion, we 
still won’t know, but the discussion is 
important. 



Does it 
matter?

• Jesus is God incarnate and could 
take any form. Images and artwork 
of Jesus are meant to help people 
connect to Him.

• I believe that it’s important to find 
images of Jesus that help YOU 
connect to Him. 

https://theconversation.com/jesus-wasnt-white-he-was-a-brown-skinned-middle-eastern-jew-heres-why-that-matters-91230


What did 
Jesus 
look like?

• Jesus didn’t pose for portraits or have 
photos taken, but we can use clues to 
make educated guesses about His 
appearance. 



Traditional 
Images

• The most common images of Jesus 
show Him as a tall white man with long 
brown hair and brown eyes. 

• This image stems from European 
artwork in which the artists modeled 
Jesus’ look from men around them.

• Jesus has been pictured this way 
through the centuries, but he may have 
looked very different. 



Geography

• Israel was a key location along trade 
routes between Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. 

• Jesus was born in the Middle East, but 
there would have been numerous 
ethnicities and races present in the 
area. 



History & 
Archeology

• Archeologic evidence shows that the 
average male was 5’ to 5’6”. 

• Most people in the middle east had dark 
hair, dark eyes, and olive skin.

• Jesus might have had short hair since it 
was popular at the time.

https://www.history.com/news/what-did-jesus-look-like
https://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/12/25/face.jesus/index.html


Clothing & 
Hair-
Covering

• Jesus probably wore simple robes & 
sandals. Robes were knee length, not to 
the ground.

• He probably didn’t wear a head-
covering but may have worn a prayer 
shawl when praying.

• He was poor and travelled a lot, so his 
clothes probably looked worn and 
dusty. 

https://theconversation.com/what-did-jesus-wear-90783


Shroud of 
Turin

• The Shroud of Turin is a cloth that was 
used to wrap a body after death. Many 
people believe that it is the cloth that 
was wrapped around Jesus after his 
death.

• The cloth shows a photo-negative 
image of a face so if the cloth is 
authentic, it would show an image of 
Jesus. 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/jesus-christ/what-is-the-shroud-of-turin.html


Saint 
Faustina’s 
Vision

• Saint Faustina had visions of Jesus and 
described the vision to an artist, 
Eugene Kazimirowski, to create the 
famous Divine Mercy Image. 

• As the painting was made, Saint 
Faustina mourned that the image 
wasn’t as beautiful as Jesus appeared 
to her, but she received a message 
from Jesus that the beauty wasn’t in 
the image; it was in God’s mercy. 

https://aleteia.org/2017/09/06/is-there-a-certain-divine-mercy-image-that-is-best/


So, what 
did Jesus 
look like?

• God came to earth in human form 
during a particular time and place in 
history, so Jesus probably fit in to the 
look and style of that time. If he 
looked distinctly different, the Gospel 
writers likely would have mentioned it.

• However, if Jesus had come to earth in 
a different place and time, He may have 
looked different to fit in with that 
place and time.


