
CHRISTMAS @ HOME

Blessing the Nativity / Manger Scene

Best Use  
As a family Christmas activity. 

Nutritional Value  
Helping family members connect the traditional Christmas activities 
to the birth of Jesus and the reason he came. 

Advance Preparation

• Gather your preferred traditional Christmas decorations.
• Invite each member of your household to family time for

celebrating and decorating.
• Prepare some special drinks or a dessert.  Put on some

Christmas music in the background.
• Bring this recipe card with you to guide discussion and prayer.

Serve it Up
Nativity / Manger Scene Blessing 

The blessing of the Christmas manger or nativity scene may take place on 
Christmas Eve or at another suitable time.  When the manger is set up in 
the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another family 
member.  

When you are ready to do the blessing, gather everyone around the tree 
and designate someone to lead the following prayer. 



All in the home join hands together in front of the tree as the leader 
prays:

Additional Nativity Scene Ideas

• Finding Baby Jesus:  Read the Christmas story in Luke's Gospel.  Go 
through your nativity set and talk about each piece as described in the 
Bible story, ending with baby Jesus.  Let your family know that you 
want to remember to "find" the true meaning of Christmas during the 
season, so every day baby Jesus will be hidden somewhere around the 
house.  Each day, family members can search to find him and place 
him in the manger. 
 

• Soft Bed for Jesus:  An old German tradition is to wait to put Baby 
Jesus in the manger until Christmas Eve. Until that time, kids can help 
create a soft bed for Jesus by putting a piece of hay or golden yarn in 
the manger each time they do a good deed. Talk about those good 
deeds each night at dinner.

• Traveling to the Epiphany:  Set up the Three Wise men a bit away 
from the crèche, since they traveled to visit the baby Jesus.   Move 
them a bit closer to the Nativity scene every day until the Feast of 
Epiphany (January 6) - they day we celebrate them bringing their gifts.

• Put Yourself in the Nativity Story:  Write a greeting to Baby Jesus 
and the Holy Family from each person in the Nativity scene.  Share 
them aloud on Christmas Eve.
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God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was 
great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he 
brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the 
humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-
with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever

All respond:  Amen




